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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, all of us have been to hospi-
tals, we have been to homes where we have seen disabled
veterans, whether from the current war or previous wars.
We all know that a major factor in their recovery, espe-
cially mentally, is a sense of self-worth, a sense that they
have a future, a sense that although they have problems
physically, they can overcome that and be productive
members of our society.

For many of those veterans who were athletes or who
were participating in athletics, the opportunity to partici-
pate again competitively is one of the most meaningful
things they can have in their recovery. And what this
program will do, the Paralympic Program, is give both
disabled active duty and veterans, the opportunity to
compete, to train, and to have that comradeship with fellow
athletes, and to show that they are indeed human beings who
can participate in this society. That is a major, major part of
the healing process.

[ urge my colleagues to support this.



