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Airport subsidy may be in danger

rial Valle

February 18, 2011

REP. BOB FILNER

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Staff Writer

Abill that could end fed-
eral subsidies for the Im-
perial Regional Airport
passed the U.S. House
Transportation and Infra~
structure Committee.

U.S. Rep. Bob Filner, D-
Chula Vista, said in a press
release that he voted against
the bill, as the federal es-
sential air service program
is necessary to link small
communities to larger air-
line systems.

The program distributes
federal subsidies to air car-
riers for providing air serv-
ice to and from many
small communities that
would not receive air serv-

* 1ice without the subsidy.

“For many years, El
Centro has received sub-
sidized air service
through the (program),
because airlines have re-
peatedly declined to serve
the Imperial Valley with-
out them,” Filner said.
“When the bill comes be-
fore the full House, I will
work to restore the (pro-
gram) to ensure contin-
ued commercial airline
service for the Imperial
Valley”

He added that the air-
port is critical to sustain-
ing local jobs.

Staff Writer Elizabeth
Varin can be reached at
evarin@ivpressonline.
com or 760-337-3441.

y Press




